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1954 1965 

Brown v. 
Board of 

Education 
 
This court 
case indicates 
that states are 
required to 
provide equal 
educational 
opportunities 
to all 
students, 
regardless of 
race. 

Elementary 
and Secondary 
Education Act 

(ESEA) 
 
ESEA mandates 
that while 
education is 
primarily a 
state function, 
the federal 
government has 
an obligation to 
distribute funds 
to schools, 
especially those 
with 
economically 
disadvantaged 
students.  

1972 1975 

Pennsylvania 
Association for 

Retarded 
Children 

(P.A.R.C.) v. 
Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania 

(1972) 
 
This court case 
illuminated the 
notion that 
mentally 
retarded persons 
are capable of 
benefitting from 
a program of 
education and 
training.   

Education for 
All Handicapped 

Children Act 
 
The purpose of 
this law was to 
assure that all 
handicapped 
children had a 
free appropriate 
education 
emphasizing 
special 
education and 
related services 
to meet their 
needs available 
to them. 
 
 
 

1990 

Individuals with 
Disabilities 

Education Act 
(IDEA) 

 
This legislation 
took over the 
Education for All 
Handicapped 
Children Act. It 
states that children 
with disabilities are 
entitled to a free 
appropriate public 
education that will 
be monitored with 
an individualized 
education program 
or individualized 
family service plan.    

No Child Left 
Behind Act 

(NCLB) 
 
The purpose is 
“to close the 
achievement 
gap with 
accountability, 
flexibility, and 
choice so no 
child is left 
behind” 
through 
financial 
federal 
assistance 

2001 2004 

Individuals with 
Disabilities 
Education 

Improvement Act 
(IDEIA) 

 
This 
reauthorization of 
the IDEA helps 
guide decisions 
related to school-
age special 
education, early 
identification of 
disabilities, and 
improvement of 
the education of 
children with 
disabilities.    


